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REMAKKS/ARGI 



The above-identified patent application has been amended and reconsideration 
and reexamination are hereby requested. 

The specificatioo has been amended to include Step 133 shown in FIG. 10. 

Reconsideration of a change to the title is respectfully requested. It is fell that the 
title is descriptive of the invention to which the claims are addressed- 

Before discussion the claims and how they distinguish over the prior art perhaps it 
might be helpful to first review one feature of applicants invention. 

More particularly, claim 1, as amended, points out that the system Includes: 

a backplane having a plurality of conductors; 

a first plurality of printed circuit boards plugged into the 
backplane, each one of the first printed circuit boards having a plurality of 
electrical contacts, each one of the electrical contacts providing an 
indication of an incapability of an electrical component on such, one of the 
printed circuit boards, each one of such electrical contacts of the first 
plurality of printed circuit boards being electrically connected to a 
corresponding one of the plurality of conductors of the backplane; 

circuitry connected to the plurality of conductors tor converting the 
operating incapability indications provided by the plurality of printed 
circuit boards into logic signals on the plurality of conductors; 

a second plurality of printed circuit boards plugged Into the 
backplane, each one of the second plurality of printed circuit boards 
having a decoder responsive to the logic signals on the plurality of 
conductors for selecting an operating characteristic for electrical 
components on the second plurality of printed circuit boards, such selected 
operating characteristic being compatible with operating characteristics of 
the electrical components on the first plurality of printed circuit boards. 

As shown in the diagram below, the backplane conductors; are connected to three 
elements: (a) the circuitry that develops the logic signal; (b) tbe first printed circuit (pc) 
boards; and (c) the second pc boards. 
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cJrcuirty 



second pc board* 




Referring now to Krontz, Patent Publication 2004/003155 Al, it appear* that the 
Examiner considers the slot speed detector 208 in fig. 2 as applicant's "circuitry". If such 
is Examiner's construction, then Krontz does not have the three elements shown jn the 
drawing above connected to the conductors because the speed detector is connected 
between the cable and the slots 

Referring now to the claims, claim 1 points out that each one of the first printed 
circuit boards has a plurality of electrical contacts, each one of" the electrical contacts 
providing an indication of an incapability of an electrical component on such one of the 
printed circuit boards, each one of such electrical contacts of the first plurvtity of 
printed circuit boards being electrically connected to a cortvsoondin* one ot the 
pfwatitv of conductors of the backplane, thereby d istinguishing overKrontz, 



tirst pc boards 
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Claim 3 points out that a first plurality of primed circuit boards plugged into the 
backplane, each one of the first printed circuit boards having a plurality of electrical 
contacts, each one of the electrical contacts providing an indication signal representative 
of a predetermined operating incapability of an electrical component on such one of the 
printed circuit boards, each one of such electrical contacts of the first plurality of 
printed circuit heard* betus electrically connected to a corresponding one of the 
plurality pf conductor* of the bac}&tan<* „ thereby distinguishing overjKLrontz x 

Claim 5 points out that each one of such electrical contacts of the first plurality of 
primed circuit boards being efcctrictfiy figgggggrfjg ^g^rmH^ktt gg 2JU&£ 
plurality of conductors of the backplane, thereby distinguishing over Krontz, 

Claim 7 points out additionally that each one of the plurality of contacts is 
connected to ground potential when such contact provide* an indication of operating 
speed incapability; otherwise such contact is open circuited- Stich feature is not described 
in Krontz. 

Claim 12 points out each one of such electrical contacts of the first plurality of 
printed circuit boards being electrically connected to a corresponding one of the plurality 
of conductors of the backplane thereby distinguishing over Krontz* 

ClaJm 1 7 points out that the operating incompatibility thereby distinguishing 
over Krcntz, 

Claim 18 points out that the method includes: plugging an additional printed circuit 
broad having an electrical component thereon into the provided backplane, the electrical 
component on such additional printed circuit board being incompatible with the speed of the 
electrical components on the plurality of printed circuit boards; and electrically i nhibiting 
electrical coupling the electrical component on the additional printed circuit board from the 
electrical components of the plurality of printed circuit boards. As pointed out in the patent 
application, in response to the error message, the directors 24i~24m with have the decoders $4 
thereof disable the SERDES sd8 coupled to the newly inserted, albeit illegal memory board, 
here in this example in FIG. 9, the memory board 22^i» Thus, the operation is clecytricaUy 
performed by electrical circuitry, e.g., decoders 
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Claim 19 points out that the method includes providing a backplane having a plurality 
of conductors with a plurality of printed circuit boards plugged into the backplane, each 
one of the printed circuit boards* having a plurality of electrical contacts, each one of the 
electrical contacts providing an indication of a predetermined operating incapability of an 
electrical component on such one of the printed circuit board s, each one af sue ft electrical 
contacts of ike first plural ity of printed circuit boartft bcin* electrically connected to a 
corresponding on* of the plurality of conductor* of the backplane: and converting the 
operating incapability indications provided by the plurality of printed circuit boards into 
logic signals for the plurality of printed circuit boards, thereby distinguishing uvci Kronta. 

Claim 21 points out that the operating incompatibility is operating protocol thereby 
distinguishing over Krontz, 

In the event a petition for extension of time is required by this paper and not 
otherwise provided, such petition is hereby made and authorization is provided herewith to 
charge deposit account No. 05-0889 for the cost of such extension. 

In the event any additional fee is required, please charge such amount to Patent and 
Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 05-0889. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 





Attorney for Applicants) 
Reg. No,: 25,800 



P. O. Box 557 
Mashpee, MA 02649 



Telephone: (508) 477-4311 
Facsimile: (508) 477-7234 
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